PRESS RELEASE

Announcing
The Third Stradivarius International Violin Competition 
Begins Today, Monday, July 8, 2013

Salt Lake City, Utah, July 8, 2013—The Third Stradivarius International Violin Competition begins today with eighteen international Junior Division violinists from around the world who will compete for recognition, cash prizes and an opportunity to solo with the Utah Symphony.  Additionally, the Utah Division will comprise of seven local talented young violinists also competing for cash prizes.     


The Stradivarius International Violin Competition proudly announces its Third competition.  This event is co-sponsored by the University of Utah, School of Music with the soloist appearance provided the Utah Symphony.

The Junior Division competitors represent nations from around the world including Canada, China and the United States.  These talented young violinists will be competing for international recognition and cash prizes.  The cash prize for the First Laureate is $7,500.00.  The First Laureate will also receive a hand-made violin by Charles W. Liu valued at $15,000.00, plus an opportunity to solo with the Utah Symphony.  

The Utah Division competitors represent some of the finest local young violinists all competing for cash prizes, $750.00 for First Prize.  The First Prize winner will also have a solo appearance with the Utah Symphony. 
Some of the very finest soloists and distinguished professors from schools around the world will serve as the Junior Division Judges, including The Juilliard School of Music, Mount Royal University, The China Central Conservatory of Music and Shanghai Conservatory of Music.  Among these outstanding artists serving as judges will be Andres Cardenes, former Concertmaster of the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Robert Lipsett, Professor of Violin at the Colburn Conservatory of Music and Elmar Oliviera, Distinguished Artist in Residence at Lynn University Conservatory of Music. 

The judging of the Utah Division will be done by some distinguished local musicians including Dr. Robert Baldwin, Director of University of Utah, School of Music, Monte Belknap, Professor of Violin, Brigham Young University School of Music and Matthew Johnson, Utah Symphony.

One highlight of the Competition will be Friday, July 12th’s special concert featuring two very rare and multi-million dollar Italian violins, the 1714 “Jackson” Stradivarius violin and the 1742 “Sloan” Guarneri del Gesu violin.  These instruments were made by, arguably, the two very best violinmakers in history.  Don’t miss it!  
Stradivari International Violin Competition 2013

Schedule of events:

 (All events are in Libby Gardner Hall, open to the public and admission is free)
Monday, July 8th, Utah Division Round 1, 9:30AM – 12:30PM
Tuesday, July 9th, Utah Division Round 2, 9:30AM – 12:30PM
Wednesday, July 10th, 7:00PM, Opening Ceremony Int’l Jr. Division and Performance by Marie Rossano
Thursday, July 11th, Int’l Jr. Div. Semi-Final Round 1, 8:00AM – 12:30PM, 2:30PM – 6:35PM, 8:00PM – 9:45PM
Friday, July 12th, Int’l Jr. Div. Semi-Final Round 2, 8:00AM – 12:30PM, 2:00 PM- 5:30 PM
Friday, July 12th, Stradivari and Guarneri Concert, 7:30PM---Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see and to hear these rare Italian violins played live side by side!
Saturday, July 13th, Utah Div. Final Round, 8:00AM – 10:00AM,

Saturday, July 13th, Int’l Jr. Div. Final Round, 1:00PM – 5:00PM

Saturday, July 13th, Exhibition of Fine and Rare Instruments, 1:00PM – 4:00PM

Saturday, July 13th, Awards Ceremony and Final Concert, 7:30PM
